This Sunday at St. Luke's Blue Ridge
December 10, 2017

The Second Sunday
in Advent

BIBLE SUNDAY
The Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent, written in 1549, reflects the new interest of
the Reformation period in acquainting the people with the contents and teachings of the Bible. It
has given a peculiar tone to this day, so that it is commonly called Bible Sunday, not only in the
Anglican communion, but throughout the Protestant world. (Massey H. Shepherd, Jr.)

The Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent
Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written four our learning; Grant
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by
patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope
of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Collect for the Season
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put
upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

The Epistle (H.C.) – Romans 15:4-13 (J.B. Phillips)
Hope from the Scripture
15 For all those words which were written long ago are meant to teach us today; that when we
read in the scriptures of the endurance of men and of all the help that God gave them in those
days, we may be encouraged to go on hoping in our own time.
5-7
May the God who inspires men to endure, and gives them a Father’s care, give you a mind
united towards one another because of your common loyalty to Jesus Christ. And then, as one
man, you will sing from the heart the praises of God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. So
open your hearts to one another as Christ has opened his heart to you, and God will be glorified.
A reminder—Christ the universal saviour
8-9
Christ was made a servant of the Jews to prove God’s trustworthiness, since he personally
implemented the promises made long ago to the fathers, and also that the Gentiles might bring
glory to God for his mercy to them. It is written: ‘For this reason I will confess to you among
the Gentiles, and sing to your name’.
10
And again: ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people!’
11
And yet again: ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud him, all you peoples!’
12
And then Isaiah says: ‘There shall be a root of Jesse; and he who shall rise to reign over the
Gentiles, in him the Gentiles shall hope’.
13
May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in your faith, that by the power of the Holy
Spirit, your whole life and outlook may be radiant with hope.
4

NOTE: The Epistle shows that the lessons of the past have come down to us in the Scriptures; "words written
long ago are meant to teach us today". That is why we pray in the Collect for help to "hear" the Scriptures,
"read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them." Those who study the Bible this way learn what God is, what He
has done and what He yet will do: and so they come to "embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life." (H.W. Dobson)

THE GOSPEL (H.C.) – St. Luke 21:25-33 (J.B. Phillips)
Christ's coming
There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth there will be dismay
among the nations and bewilderment at the roar of the surging sea. Men’s courage will fail
completely as they realise what is threatening the world, for the very powers of heaven will be
shaken. Then men will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with great power and splendour!
But when these things begin to happen, look up, hold your heads high, for you will soon be
free.”
29
Then he gave them a parable.
30-33
“Look at a fig-tree, or indeed any tree, when it begins to burst its buds, and you realise
without anybody telling you that summer is nearly here. So, when you see these things
happening, you can be equally sure that the kingdom of God has nearly come. Believe me, this
generation will not disappear until all this has taken place. Earth and heaven will pass away, but
my words will never pass away.
25

NOTE: Here, Jesus is speaking primarily about events leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
This catastrophic event represents the vindication of His words and ministry. The language of the coming of the
Son of Man on the clouds comes from Daniel 7. The movement is upward. After a period of suffering down
below, the Son of Man [Jesus] comes on the clouds of heaven to the Ancient of Days [God] and is enthroned as
co-regent. This enthronement is pictured in the event of the Ascension. The destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.
70 was a further sign Jesus was reigning.
The Church has always read the verses in this chapter as also pointing forward to Jesus' coming at the end of
the Age. An angel told those witnessing Jesus' Ascension: "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven. "

READINGS FOR MORNING PRAYER
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Isaiah 55 (ESV)
The Compassion of the Lord
55 “Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
6
“Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
7
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12
“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

NOTE: The prophet sings of the triumph of God's power and glory. God's word is freely offered to His people.
Beware of not taking it seriously, for God's purpose will not be thwarted.
This portion of Isaiah is addressed to those of the Southern Kingdom of Judah who have been taken captive
in Babylonia. They are there because they have broken the terms of the covenant God made with them during
the days of Moses, but all is not lost. In verse 12, there is a promise of return. This promise would come to pass
in 538 B.C. when the Persian King Cyrus would issue a decree allowing the Jews to return to their own land.
However, the full blessings promised in the latter verses of this reading -- a spiritual rather than merely a
physical return from exile -- comes with the appearance of the Messiah Jesus.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON – 2 Timothy 3 (J.B. Phillips)
A warning of what to expect
3 1-5 But you must realise that in the last days the times will be full of danger. Men
will become utterly self-centred, greedy for money, full of big words. They will be
proud and contemptuous, without any regard for what their parents taught them.
They will be utterly lacking in gratitude, purity and normal human affections. They
will be men of unscrupulous speech and have no control of themselves. They will
be passionate and unprincipled, treacherous, self-willed and conceited, loving all
the time what gives them pleasure instead of loving God. They will maintain a
facade of “religion”, but their conduct will deny its validity. You must keep clear of
people like this.
6-9
From their number come those creatures who worm their way into people’s
houses, and find easy prey in silly women with an exaggerated sense of sin and
morbid cravings—who are always learning and yet never able to grasp the truth.
These men are as much enemies to the truth as Jannes and Jambres were to Moses.
Their minds are distorted, and they are traitors to the faith. But in the long run they
won’t get far. Their folly will become as obvious to everybody as did that of
Moses’ opponents.
Your knowledge of the truth should be your safeguard
10-11a
But you, Timothy, have known intimately both what I have taught and how I
lived. My purpose and my faith are no secrets to you. You saw my endurance and
love and patience as I met all those persecutions and difficulties at Antioch,
Iconium and Lystra.
11b-13
And you know how the Lord brought me safely through them all. Persecution
is inevitable for those who are determined to live really Christian lives, while
wicked and deceitful men will go from bad to worse, deluding others and deluding
themselves.

14-17

Yet you must go on steadily in all those things that you have learned and which
you know are true. Remember from what sort of people your knowledge has come,
and how from early childhood your mind has been familiar with the holy scriptures,
which can open the mind to the salvation which comes through believing in Christ
Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the faith and
correcting error, for re-setting the direction of a man’s life and training him in good
living. The scriptures are the comprehensive equipment of the man of God and fit
him fully for all branches of his work.
NOTE: This is a part of a series of admonitions of Paul to his son in the faith Timothy not long before the
former's death. The Last Days (those days between our Lord's first and second advents) will be evil and difficult
times. Men will be tempted to turn away from the truth of their faith. But for Timothy (and us), Paul's command
is to continue to hold fast the study and doing of the Scriptures. They are the Christian's roadmap and the tool
by which God equips His people to be His competent and faithful agents in the world.

SERVICES ON THE SECOND SUNDAY
IN ADVENT
 8:15 a.m. – Holy Communion (said service)
A quiet meditative service:
Celebrant: The Rector
Preacher: The Rev. Ron Wikander
Lector: Joe Brandon
Acolyte / Server: Finn Thoresen

 10:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer and Sermon (choral)
Classic Anglican morning service with hymns and exposition of the Scriptures
Preacher: The Rector
Acolyte: Sally Hess
Lay Reader: Don Hess
Ushers: Roger, Teresa and Stephen Wankel
Theme: Difficult Times and God's Word Written

ADVENT WORSHIP
Advent brings us to the start us of a new Church Year. The Advent Wreath is in place. One
candle was lit last week, two will be lit this week on Advent II. Throughout the season, the
Nunc Dimittis replaces the Gloria in Excelsis at Holy Communion. At the Morning Service, the
Benedictus (the Song of Zechariah, Luke 1.68 ff) replaces the Jubilate Deo. Greenery replaces
flowers at the Altar. The total effect of these changes reflects the joyful and sombre nature of
this season.

Dates for Your Diary
Events and Special Services in December
Saturday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m. -- Fourth Annual Carols by
Candlelight Concert, featuring St. Luke's Festive Choir of
voices from metro-Atlanta, string quartet, audience singing
and special musical treats, all under the direction of Atlanta
choirmaster / organist Randall F. Romig. The focus of this
year's concert will be JOY!
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 --- 5 p.m. - Family Service with Holy

Communion and Carols
-- 10 p.m. - Festive Choral Eucharist (Traditional
Candlelight Service)
Christmas Day, Dec. 25 --- 9 a.m. - Holy Communion with Carols

Christmas Flowers Needed
Poinsettias are needed for Christmas Eve. If you wish to give one or more, please
use sign-up sheet in Thomason Hall or call or email the church office. Each pot is
$15. Donors and memorials will be included in the pew sheet for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.

The Rector, Wardens and Vestry encourage St. Luke's members and friends to begin praying about their
response to God's blessings as 2018 approaches. Pledge cards for the coming year are available in the narthex
and south transept, as well as below. "Stewardship is what we do after we say, 'I believe'

Financial Pledge for the Year of our Lord 2018

As stewards of God’s gifts and in gratitude for all blessings, I pledge the following amount to the work of Christ through
St. Luke’s Church for 2018

Name ____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Amount ____________________________________________________________________

________Weekly _______ Monthly_______Yearly
(Please tick the appropriate blank)
Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him to store, as God has prospered him. 1 Corinthians 16:2

NEW CLASS IN JANUARY
A Church You Can Believe In
Thinking about being Confirmed into the worldwide Anglican family,
or being received from another Communion, or looking for a refresher
course? A new course just for you is being planned for January.
Taught by the Rector, it is entitled: A Church You Can Believe In. A
sign-up sheet for those interested is located in Thomason Hall.

REMEMBER THE NEEDY
EVERY TIME YOU COME TO CHURCH

Please bring one or more item for the needy -- paper,
soap products, tinned and dried food, etc. Leave in
Narthex. Items will be distributed through North Georgia
Community Action Agency

A sign-up sheet for Altar flowers is available in Thomason Hall for 2017.
Please sign up for days you wish to commemorate.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

St. Luke's Church, "The Parish Church of the Mountains," 7 Ewing St., (POB 1821),
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513; (706) 632-8245;
www.stlukesblueridge.org; stlukes@tds.net.

